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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Objections 

1 . Claim 20 is objected to because of the following informalities: 

Claim 20 recites the phrase "comprising a scanner to established locations." 
However, one of ordinary skill in the art could reasonably ascertain that the claim should 
be amended to simply recite, "comprising a scanner to establish locations." 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claim 16 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

Claim 16 recites the limitation "before said compiling step" in lines 1-2. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application 
by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1 ), (2), and (4) of section 371 (c) of this 
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 
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3. Claims 1-2, 4-5, 9-10, 12-13 and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by United States Patent Number 6,796,488 to Saffarian (hereinafter 
Saffarian). 

As per claims 1 and 9 

Saffarian discloses calculating a total sale amount (page 3, lines 43-45), in 
response to a user input activating the check writing process (page 3, lines 45-48), 
receiving a blank check in a the payment terminal (page 3, lines 55-57), retrieving 
transaction information for current sales transaction (page 3, lines 52-55), printing the 
transaction information on the check in defined check fields (page 4, lines 13-15) and 
outputting the check (page 4, lines 32-34). 

As per claims 2 and 10 

Saffarian discloses defining information fields (predetermined locations) 
corresponding to specific physical locations on a blank check (Figure 3: 302 & 304, 
page 4, lines 24-28). 

As per claims 4 and 12 

Saffarian discloses aligning the received blank check in the payment terminal 
(page 4, lines 40-45). 

As per claims 5 and 13 

Saffarian discloses printing specific transaction information in each defined field 
of the blank check (page 4, lines 13-15). 

As per claim 19 

Saffarian discloses a check feeder mechanism for accepting the check (page 4, 
lines 40-45), a processor (point-of-sale register) to calculate the amount of a sale (page 
3, lines 43-45), a memory location storing information that to be provided related to the 
sale on the check (page 4, lines 16- 20) and a printer for printing the information on the 
check (check encoder) (page 4, lines 5-15). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
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invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 3 and 1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
US Patent Number 6,796,488 to Saffarian (hereinafter Saffarian) in view of US Patent 
5,583,783 to Yasui (hereinafter Yasui). 

As per claims 3 and 1 1 

Saffarian does not specifically teach determining the dimensions of the check 
and determining physical coordinates and physical dimensions for each field. 

Yasui teaches determining the dimensions of the check and determining physical 
coordinates and physical dimensions for each field (figure 3 and page 3, lines 48- 56 
and page 4, lines 13-29). Examiner notes that determining different print starting 
positions requires knowledge of the overall dimensions of the check and therefore 
determining the dimensions of the check is inherent. 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time the 
invention was made to determine the dimensions of the check and determining physical 
coordinates and physical dimensions for each field as taught by Yasui to avoid the 
mislocation of printed characters and digits into fields since check forms of different 
banks have different field positions. 

5. Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over US 
Patent Number 6,796,488 to Saffarian (hereinafter Saffarian) in view of US Patent 
Number 5,440,106 to Duck (hereinafter Duck). 

As per claims 6 

Saffarian discloses transaction information comprises the amount of the sale and 
the name of the payee (page 4, lines 1 3-1 5). 

Saffarian does not specifically teach transaction information comprises the date 
of the sale. 

Duck teaches transaction information comprises the date of the sale (page 8, 
lines 55-60. 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time the 
invention was made that transaction information comprises the date of the sale as 
taught by Duck in order to complete the fields of a blank check. 

6. Claims 7-8, 14-17 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
US Patent Number 6,796,488 to Saffarian (hereinafter Saffarian) in view of US Patent 
Application Number 2003/0033252 to Buttridge et al. (hereinafter Buttridge). 
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As per claims 7 and 14 

Saffarian does not specifically teach determining whether the customer will 
submit an electronic signature. 

Buttridge discloses determining whether the customer will submit an electronic 
signature (page 3, paragraph [0030]). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time the 
invention was made to determine whether the customer will submit an electronic 
signature as taught by Buttridge to determine if automation of the manual process of 
physically signing the check is required. 

As per claims 8 and 15 

Saffarian does not specifically teach retrieving an electronic signature and 
printing the retrieved signature in a designated signature field on the check. 

Buttridge teaches retrieving an electronic signature and printing the retrieved 
signature in a designated signature field on the check (page 4, paragraph [0039], lines 
7-11). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time the 
invention was made to include retrieving an electronic signature and printing the 
retrieved signature in a designated signature field on the check as taught by Buttridge to 
complete the fields of a blank check. 

As per claim 16 

Saffarian does not specifically teach retrieving the information from the scanned 
blank check. 

Buttridge teaches retrieving the information from the scanned blank check (page 
1, paragraph [0008]). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time the 
invention was made to retrieve the information from the scanned blank check as taught 
by Buttridge to enable more efficient account verification. 

As per claim 17 

Saffarian does not specifically teach the transaction information includes the 
scanned blank check information. 

Buttridge teaches the transaction information includes the scanned blank check 
information (page 1, paragraph [0008]). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time the 
invention was made the transaction information includes the scanned blank check 
information as taught by Buttridge to enable all information regarding the check and 
account corresponding to the check to be identified. 

As per claim 18 

Saffarian does not specifically teach printing the compiled information onto a 
newly created check. 
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Buttridge teaches printing the compiled information onto a newly created check 
(page 4, paragraph [0039], lines 7-1 1 ). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time the 
invention was made to print the compiled information onto a newly created check to 
incorporate all the transaction data in one place as needed even when the original blank 
check isn't present. 

7. Claim 20 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over US 
Patent Number 6,796,488 to Saffarian (hereinafter Saffarian) in view of US Patent 
6,097,834 to Krouse et al. (hereinafter Krouse). 
As per claim 20 

Saffarian discloses establish locations on the check for printing information 
related to the sale (Figure 3: 302 & 304, page 4, lines 24-28). 

Saffarian does not specifically teach a scanner to establish locations on the 

check. 

Krouse teaches a scanner to establish locations on the check (page 4, lines 18- 

39). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time the 
invention was made a scanner to establish locations on the check as taught by Krouse 
to incorporate an automation the establishment of locations on the check for printing 
information related to the sale. 



Conclusion 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jessica L. Lemieux whose telephone number is 571- 
270-3445. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday 8AM-5PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tom Dixon can be reached on 571-272-6803. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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